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Extended response questions 

Answer one question only. 

1. Consider the following source:

In June 20 l l ,  the Hong Kong Airport Authority initiated a consultation on the Master Plan of 

Hong Kong's International Airport. Construction ofa third runway parallel to the present two 

runways was proposed to handle the growth of air traffic till the year 2030 and beyond. The 

Authority stated that Hong Kong International Airport is much more than just a component 

of the Hong Kong transport infrastructure. It is an international aviation hub of enormous 

economic value for Hong Kong. The International Air Transport Association said, "Despite 

its relatively small population size, Hong Kong stands out in terms of performance on the 

world stage because of its connectivity. This drives the economy and creates jobs. To protect 

the airport's competitiveness, sufficient capacity is needed to support growth." 

However, some residents near to the airport worry about the negative impact that might be 

brought about by the third runway. Several environmental concern groups said the Airport 

Authority has not released a comprehensive report on the envirorunental impacts of the 

project on local residents, and urged the Authority to suspend the public consultation of the 

project until the release of the report. A group of concerned members of the public set up a 

social networking website to give a platfonn for people to express their objections to the 

construction of the runway. 

(a) 'When considering developments of the transport infrastructure in Hong Kong, the interests of
the whole of society should take priority over personal interests.' To what extent do you
agree with this statement? Explain your answer. (IO marks)

(b) In the pla画ng process of transport infrastructure projects, to what extent should the Hong
Kong Government allow other stakeholders to be involved? Explain your answer.

(10 marks) 

Answers written on this page will not be marked. 
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2. Consider the following sources:

Source A 

Source B An extract from a book 

Please stick the barcode label here 

A global culture is beginning to develop. In the global village, distances and borders 

matter less and less. Across dozens of countries, people are tuned in to the same news, 

the same music, and the same sports events. Some see the process as'the integration 

of cultures', others as'the imposition of Western cultures on other cultures'. The free 

flow of information, opening up a wave of globalization in international business, is 

bringing together cultures in sometimes unpredictable ways. For years, Chinese 

leaders have seemed unsure about whether McDonald's has brought Western-style 

prosperity or spiritual pollution to the country. 

(a) Through what ways do you think globalization might influence Chinese culture on the
mainland? Explain your answer. (8 marks)

(b) 'Globalization causes Western culture to replace other cultures.' To what extent do you agree
with this statement? Explain your answer. (12 marks)

Answers written on this page will not be marked. 
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3. Consider the following sources:

Source A An extract from a newspaper on 3 July 2011 

Private hospitals fear mainland mothers-to-be may be seeking a procedure in Hong Kong to 

check the DNA of foetuses* in order to carry out sex-selective abortions. 

Doctors believe that some mainland women are abusing a genetic test offered by some 

laboratories in Hong Kong which can identify the sex of a foetus as well as its chances of 

developing a severe sex-linked genetic disorder. Parents who have a family history of a 

severe genetic disorder use this test to determine the chances of the foetus developing the 

same disorder. 

Concerned about gender selection, the medical profession held a special seminar for doctors 

last month to discuss the ethical issues related to the genetic test. However, they failed to 

reach a decision on what the profession should do. 

* A foetus refers to the unborn offspring in its later stage of development with the major organs partly formed

Source B 

(a) With reference to the above sources, suggest some possible reasons that explain why some
mainland mothers-to-be may abuse the genetic test. (10 marks) 

(b) Discuss the social and ethical problems that may arise through the use of genetic testing
results in the future. (10 marks) 

Answers written on this page will not be marked. 
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