
Marking Guidelines 

The marking guidelines will only list a set of suggested marking criteria for each question for markers' 
reference. They should not be regarded as sets of model answers. Alternative answers are also accepted 
as long as they are reasonable. 

Paper 1 

I. (a)
、 ，

Su!!l!ested Markin2 Guidelines 
The candidate: 
． identifies and explains clearly and in detail two valid causes for obesity suggested in Source 

A. Causes could include: changes in eating habits brought about by the spread of fast food
chains; lack of exercise due to a more sedentary life-style resulting from easy access to
labour-saving devices and non-active technology-based entertainment, etc.

． provides a well-structured and in-depth explanation

． identifies two valid causes for obesity suggested in Source A but does not explain fully; or 
identifies and explains fully one valid cause for obesity suggested in Source A 

． identifies or attempts to explain one valid cause for obesity (may or may not be from the 
source), but may not be all correct/ relevant; or identifies one or two valid causes for obesity 
but makes no attempt to explain 

． fails to identify any causes for obesity/ makes no attempt to answer the question 
． gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 
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Su!!!!ested Markin2 Guidelines 

The candidate: 

• 

． 

． 

presents his/her stance clearly and consistently 
makes correct, appropriate and full use of the data available 
explains and justifies clearly, logically and in detail the extent to which the sources support 
the view with respect to the points of relevance in Sources A and B and his/her own 
knowledge and concepts; shows an in-depth understanding and an appropriate application of 
the relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g. obesity, global influence); formulates his/her 
arguments on the basis of a detailed and critical evaluation regarding perspectives for and 
against the view and limitations of some of the evidence in Sources A and B, e.g. 

Points that support the view: 
explains clearly and in detail his/her arguments with the points of relevance in the 
sources and relevant and valid examples; may construct arguments by drawing upon 
some of the points below or any other appropriate alternatives, e.g 

■ The cartoon juxtaposes the problem of obesity with the problems of global warming and
pollution thereby suggesting that obesity is a global problem; 

■ In all countries, the rate of obesity has been rising over the last ten years and it is likely
that the figure will continue to rise in the future; 

■ In general, developed countries have higher percentages of obese adults than developing
countries. As the standards of living in developing countries improve, it is reasonable 
to assume the rates of obesity will increase further, etc. 

Points that do not support the view: 
explains clearly and in detail his/her arguments with the points of relevance in the 
sources and relevant and valid examples; m叩 construct arguments by drawing upon 
some of the points below or any other appropriate alternatives, e.g 

■ The percentage of obese adults varies considerably within and across regions. Some
developing countries such as Malawi still have very low rates of obesity; 

■ Japan is a developed country but it also has a very low rate of obesity;
■ The cartoon does not mention the global trend of the intensity of the obesity problem, etc.

． provides a well-structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical analysis 
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． presents his/her stance consistently 
． makes correct and appropriate use of some of the data available 5-6
． justifies his/her arguments by referring to the sources and basing answer on his/her 

knowledge; shows an understanding of the relevant knowledge and concepts and an ability to 
apply them where appropriate: 

Points that support the view: explains his/her arguments with some points of relevance in 
the sources and relevant and valid examples; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points above or any 
other appropriate alternatives 

Points that do not support the view: explains his/her arguments with some points of relevance in 
the sources and relevant and valid examples; may construct 
arguments by drawing upon some of the points above or any 
other appropriate alternatives 

． provides a well-structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, though 
might lack detail in parts 

． presents his/her stance, but possibly with insufficient clarity 
． makes partial use of the data available and not always accurately 3-4
． attempts to justify his/her arguments by referring to the sources and basing answer on his/her 

knowledge, but lacks clarity/ consistency; shows partial understanding or is only able to apply 
relevant knowledge and concepts in a basic way: 

Points that support the view: attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of 
the points above or any other appropriate alternatives, but 

the explanation to his/her arguments is superficial 
Points that do not support the view: attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon some of 

the points above or any other appropriate alternatives, but 

the explanation to his/her arguments is superficial 

． provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

． exhibits no clear stance and may put forward contradictory arguments 
． may draw some wrong conclusions from the data 1-2

． attempts to explain his/her arguments according to his/her knowledge (with or without 

referring to the points of relevance in the sources), but the explanation is too partial, e.g. 
explaining with a wrong concept of obesity/ global influence, using irrelevant/ inappropriate 
examples/ information for illustration, etc. 

． gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

． makes no attempt to answer the question 
． gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 。
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