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(1) This paper consists of three questions. Answer ONE question only.

(2) Write your answers in the Answer Book provided.

(3) Candidates are reminded that this subject emphasises the ability to present and support points of
view in a clear, concise and logical manner, rather than the ability to recall facts.
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Extended response questions 

Answer one question only. 

I. Consider the following sources:

Source A: An extract from an article in a journal dated 27 October 2012

As a ruler of the world's economic powerhouse, President Xi Jinping is trying to promote 

economic growth while maintaining political stability. Yet this task is proving increasingly 

difficult. Corruption and social problems are causing growing frustration among China's people 

and worry among its officials. Ordinary people today protest in public and local complaints are 

now debated nationwide. In 2011, former Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao described China's 

development as'unbalanced, unco-ordinated and unsustainable'. 

Source B: Adapted from news articles dated 15 May 2013 and 29 May 2013 

• The Chinese government now controls oil and gas pipelines in Central Asia and the Middle

East. China has also invested heavily in building infrastructure in Africa and Central

America. China has become the world's leading exporter. It also surpassed the United

States as the world's biggest trading nation in 2012.

• China has become more active, more confident and more outspoken in the international scene .

In 2009, China began to push for a major reform of the international monetary system. It

won approval for an increase in its voting rights in the International Monetary Fund. China

has signed up as a member of most inter-governmental organisations and large

non-governmental organisations. It is a signatory to more than 300 multilateral treaties.

China has affixed its signature to all the international treaties concerned with nuclear

non-proliferation and arms control. China has proclaimed a nuclear weapons'no first use'

pledge. China has also contributed 20 000 troops to United Nations peacekeeping.

• Territorial disputes between China and its neighbours have escalated in recent years.

Sino-Japanese relations are being damaged by the claims of the two countries to the Diaoyus.

Disputes between China and several Southeast Asian countries in the South China Sea have

also soared. The director of a defence policy research institute said, "China's growing

influence in this region amid the country's economic and military advances has annoyed the

United States. The United States has resorted to containing China by forging ties with

China's neighbours, making the disputes more complicated."

(a) Do you think that in order for China to increase its national strength, political stability is more
important than economic development? Explain your answer. (IO marks)

(b) 'China's increasing participation in international affairs will facilitate world stability.' To what
extent do you agree with this view? Explain your answer. (IO marks)
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2. Consider the following sources:

Source A: Florentijn Hofman's Rubber Duck attracted many viewers in Hong Kong

Source B: Ad�pted from news articles datedJ� 翌]013 and 6 May 2013 

"I think, after today, Victoria Harbour has changed," said the Dutch artist, Florenti」n Hofman, 

Rubber Duck's'papa', after his'baby' made it to Ocean Terminal, overcoming the rough wind 

and waves. Hofman hopes the artwork evokes 」oy, love and peace by reminding people of 

childhood memories. The duck, which has now visited 10 countries, "is a catalyst of joy," he 

said. 

But he also has a wider aim. "I kidnap public space for a while ... [The artwork] changes the 

volume of a public space. I really want people to look, to see public space from a different 

perspective," he said. Besides passing on the know-how to a local team so they can repair the 

work if something goes wrong, the production process of Rubber Duck often unites people in a 

different way. 

On the public's overwhelming response globally, Hofman said, "It shows that public art means a 

lot [to people]. The water in the world is a global bath tub. You and I are taking the same 

bath." 

(a) To what extent do you think that Hong Kong people went to see Rubber Duck because it aroused
their collective childhood memory? Explain your answer. (10 marks)

(b) 'Collective memory is important in enhancing social cohesion in Hong Kong.' To what extent do
you agree with this view? Explain your answer. (IO marks)
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3. Consider the following sources:

Source A: An extract from a news article dated 16 February 2011 

Developers of the 29-storey The One shopping mall in Tsim Sha Tsui say they have toned 

down an LED advertising sign on top of their building, but owners of flats in a nearby 

67-storey residential building say they will not be satisfied until it is'lights off'

altogether. Since the mall opened, flat owners say that the sign's glare has scared off

potential tenants and led to a 40% drop in rentals.

Source B: An extract from a news article dated 20 March 2013 

Resistance by vested interests in the tourism, advertising and property trades has 

hampered the work of a government-appointed task force on light pollution, a member of 

the task force says. He believes that an approach relying on voluntary actions of 

stakeholders is doomed to fail. "Without a law, nothing can be done," he said. 

Source C: Adapted from news articles dated 24 March 201 land 20 March 2013 

Hong Kong is believed to be the world's worst city for light pollution. From Tsim Sha Tsui 

to the remote Sai Kung countryside, a research team found excessive brightness to degrees 

that could damage human health and wildlife, waste energy and interfere with 

astronomical observations. However, in an earlier survey covering 2 700 residents, shop 

owners, customers, building owners and tourists, 78% thought that neon and LED lights 

make the environment look more beautiful and boost Hong Kong's image as a dynamic 

city and tourist destination. 

(a) Evaluate the impact of night lighting on the quality of life of Hong Kong people. Justify your
answer. (IO marks)

(b) Explain the山fficulties that the government would encounter in tackling the light pollution
problem in Hong Kong. (10 marks)

END OF PAPER 

Sources of materials used in this paper will be acknowledged in the Examination Report and Question Papers 
published by the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority at a later stage. 
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