
PAPER2 (ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS) 

General Marking Criteria for困ssay-type Questions 

(Note: In the assessment process, markers should first determine an appropriate grade for an answer based on 
3 factors, viz. understanding of the question, contents, and presentation, and then convert that grade into a 
corresponding mark according to the following table.) 

Criteria 

- Showing a clear grasp of the significance of the question.

- Balanced contents, with appropriate and effective use of relevant material.

- Well organised, clearly presented and fluent

- Showing an awareness of the significance of the questi叩

- F洫ly balanced contents, with reasonably accurate use of relevant material.

－ 氐函母ly well organised, understandable and fairly flue皿

- Showing a general understanding of the question.

- Generally narrative in presentation, and containing some irrelevant or
wrong material.

- Not well organised, but fairly皿derstandable.

- Showing inadequate understanding of the question, with little distinction
made between relevant and irrelevant material.

- Containing few relevant and important facts.

- Poorly organised and barely understandable, with conspicuous mistakes in 

writing/spelling personal and place names.

- Showing little皿derstanding of the question, with no distinction made
between relevant and irrelevant material.

- Containing very few relevant mets.

- Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes
in writing/spelling important personal and place names.
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1. To what extent was the political development of Hong Kong in the period 1967-97 a result of the China
factor? Explain your view.
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Criteria 

Coherent presen珥ion with excellent analysis of the China factor and other 

factors in tenns of their relative importance in leading to Hong Kong's political 

development, supported by solid historical data that stretch over a considerable 

period of time. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, clearly examines the relative 

importance of the China factor and other factors in leading to Hong Kong's 

political development. Historical data stretch over a considerable period of time. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, and produces a good attempt of 

examining the relative importance of the China factor and other factors in 

leading to Hong Kong's political development; but discussion is obviously 

lopsided to the China factor or other factors, and/or contains underdeveloped 

arguments (e.g. no obvious attempt to exp I血views such as'large extent' and 

'small extent'). Historical data cover a considerable period of time. 

Shows a general unde「standing of the question, and discussion focuses merely on 

the China factor; or attempts to tackle both but marred by rough content. 

Shows an awareness of the question, and discussion is merely about the China 

factor, marred by rough content; attempts to tackle both, but marred by rough 

content and lopsidedness. 

Same as Band E, but marred by obvious factual errors and/or overgeneralisation, 

or 

Primarily a narration of Hong Kong's political development in the period 

concerned, with only one or two lines that casually touch upon how the China 

factor contributed to such developments, or 

Discussion is solely based on other factors. 

A narration of Hong Kong's political development without analysing its causes, 

or 

Detailed narration of other factors of Hong Kong's political development 

without presenting any arguments. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 

relevant and irrelevant materials. 

Containing very few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 

writing/spelling impo1i:ant personal and place names. 

The following aspects may be covered: 

Highest band 
of Marks 

oerfonnance 

A 14-15

B 12-13

C 10-11

D 8-9

E 6-7

睏

3-4

u 。-2

靈 Politics in Hong Kong: 1967 Riots, City District Office, representative government, Basic Law, Chris Patten's 
political refonn, etc. 

- China factor: Cultural Revolution, national unification, nationalism, June Fourth Incident, etc.
- 0出er factors: rise of the middle class, rise of educational level, Cold War, etc.
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2. 'Modernisation efforts in China had different programmes to achieve similar aims.'Do you agree?
Explain your view with reference to any two modernisation efforts of China in the 20th century.
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Criteria 

Coherent presentation with excellent comparison of aims and programmes of the 
chosen mode呻ation efforts, substantiated by solid historical facts. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, clearly compares the aims and 
programmes of the chosen modernisation efforts, substantiated by relevant 
historical facts. 

Shows a good unde「standing of the question, and produces a reasonable 
comparison of the aims and program.mes of the chosen modernisation efforts, 
but discussion is obviously lopsided and/or contains underdeveloped arguments. 
The answer is supported by relevant historical facts. 

Shows a general understanding of the question; makes a serious attempt to 
compare the aims and programmes of the chosen modernisation efforts, but the 
answer tends to be narrative. 

Shows an awareness of the question; attempts are made to compare the aims and 
programmes of the chosen modernisation efforts, but the answer is narrative 
with factual errors and/or omissions. 

Primarily a narration of facts about the chosen modernisation efforts, with one or 
two lines that casually touches on their aims and programmes. 

A narration of facts about the chosen mode両磾ion efforts, wi由out any attempt 
to compare their aims and programmes. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 

relevant and irrelevant materials。

Containing very few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 

writing/spelling important personal and place names. 
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3. Select any two Southeast Asian countries, and compare the ways by which they achieved independence.
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Criteria 

Coherent presentation with a logical and balanced discussion of the methods 

employed in the independence movements in Southeast Asia and the ways that 

such methods brought about independence, supported by solid historical 

examples that cover a considerable part of the period before independence. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, cl唧·ly examines the methods 

employed in the independence movements in Southeast Asia and the ways that 

such methods brought about independence. Historical examples cover a good 

part of the period before independence. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, with a good attempt to discuss the 

methods employed in the independence movements in Southeast Asia and the 

wa菸that such methods brought about independence; but discussion is 

noticeably lopsided and contains underdeveloped arguments. Historical 

examples cover a good part of the period before independence. 

Shows a general understanding of the question; the discussion shows an attempt 

to compare the ways of independence, but marred by rough arguments. 

Shows an awareness of the question; the discussion shows an attempt to compare 

the ways of independence, but marred by rough arguments, obvious 

lopsidedness and/or factual errors. 

Same as Band (E), but marred by obvious factual errors and/or 

overgeneralisation, or 

Compares independence methods employed by the two chosen countries with 

only one or two lines that causally touch upon how they brought about 

independence. 

Separate accounts of independence methods employed by the two chosen 

countries, without any intention to explain how such methods brought about 

independence. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 

relevant and irrelevant materials. 

Containing very few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 

writing/spelling important personal and place names. 
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4. Was the Second World War unavoidable? Explain your view with reference to developments in Europe
in the period 1919-39.
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Criteria 

Coherent presentation with reasonable and balanced discussion of causes and 
factors that led to the outbreak of the Second World War, with effective 
explanation about the ways in which such causes and factors made o「did not 
make the War wiavoidable. Discussion is supported by good use of solid 
historical facts in the period 1919-39. 

Shows a good understanding of the question; 油le to discuss causes and factors 
that led to the outbreak of the Second World War, with reasonable explanation 
about the ways in which such causes and factors made the War unavoidable. 
Discussion is supported by reasonable use of historical facts in the period 
1919-39. 

Shows a good understanding of the question; clearly discuss causes and factors 
that led to the outbreak of the Second World War, with an explanation about 
whether the War was unavoidable, but di! 四画on is noticeably lopsided and 
contains underdeveloped arguments. Discussion is supported by reasonable use 
of historical facts in the period 1919-39. 

Shows a general understanding of the question, with some success to discuss 
relevant causes and factors that led to the outbreak of the Second World W訌，but
weak in explaining whether the War was unavoidable. 

Shows an awareness of the question, with some attempts to discuss relevant 
causes and factors that led to the outbreak of the Second World War, but quite 
sketchy in explaining whether the War was unavoidable; the answer also contains 
factual errors. 

A general account of causes and factors leading to the outbreak of the Second 
World W訌，with one or two lines that casually touch on whether the W缸 was
unavoidable. 

A general narra.tion of causes and factors leading to the outbreak of the Second 
World War, without any attempts to discuss whether the War was unavoidable. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 
relevant and irrelevant materials. 

Containing ve可few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 
writin, 包spelling important personal and place names. 

Highest band of Marks匹rformance

A 14-15

B 12-13

C 10-11

D 8-9 

E 6刁

E/F 5 

F 3-4

u 。-2

The following aspects may be covered: 
- Traditional Franco-German hostility, Germany's defeat in the First World War, Versailles Settlement, Great

Depression. Appeasement Policy, peacekeeping efforts, etc.
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5. Trace and explain the relationship between the US and the USSR during the period 1943-91.
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Criteria 

Coherent presentation with balanced treatment of'tracing'and'explaining'the 

relationship between the US and the USSR in the period 1943-91. Able to 

periodise when tracing the relationship, and to provide corresponding 

explanation for each sub-period Discussion is supported by solid historical 

examples that cover most of the period. 

Shows a good understanding of the question; able to provide a generally balanced 

treatment of'tracing'and'explaining'the relationship between the US and the 

USSR in the period 1943-91. Able to periodise when tracing the relationship, and 

to provide corresponding explan函on for each sub-period. Historical examples 

cover a considerable part of the period, possibly marred by minor lopsidedness. 

Shows a good understanding of the question; able to'trace'and'explain'the 

relationship between the US and the USSR in the period 1943-91, but contains 

lopsidedness and/or obvious weakness in periodisation. Historical examples 

cover a good part of the period, possibly marred by minor lopsidedness. 

Shows a general understanding of the question, and the answer focuses primarily 

on either'tracing'or'explaining'the relationship; or attempts to tackle both but 

marred by very rough content 

Shows an awareness of the question; discussion focuses on either'tracing'or 

'explaining'the relatio皿hip, with noticeable fa叩珥errors, or 

Focuses on only part of the relationship but manages to trace and explain it. 

Primarily a narration of major events concerning the relationship between the US 

and the USSR in the period 1943-91, without conscious attempts to'trace'and 

'explain'such a relationship. 

A loosely organised account of鍅油about the relationship between the US and 

the USSR in the period 1943-91, without any attempts to'trace'and'explain'. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 
relevant and irrelevant materials. 

Containing very few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 
writing/spelling important personal and place names. 

The following facts may be covered: 
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- Wartime diplomacy, Tnnnan Doctrine, Marshall Plan, Molotov Plan, Berlin Blockade, Warsaw Pact, NATO,
Korean War, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam War, detente, Afghanistan War, Ronald Reagan and Mikhail
Gorbachev, etc.
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6. 'Economic cooperation in Eastern and Western Europe adopted different models: while economic
cooperation in Eastern Europe was dominated by a superpower, that was not the case in Western
Europe.'Do you agree? Explain your view with reference to the period 1945-2000.
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Criteria 

Coherent presentation with logical and balanced discussion of economic 
cooperation of Eastern 血d Western Europe, in terms of its relationship with the 
superpowers, supported by solid historical examples that cover a considerable 
part of the period 1945-2000. 

Shows a good understanding of the question, clearly examines European 
economic cooperation of Eastern and Western Europe in terms of its relationship 
with the superpowers. Historical examples cover a good part of the period 
1945-2000. 

Shows a good understanding Qf the question, with a good attempt to discuss 
European economic cooperation of Eastern and Western Europe in tenns of its 
relationship with the superpowers; but discussion is noticeably lopsided and 
contains underdeveloped argwnents. H'tstorical examples cover a good part of 
the period 1945-2000. 

Shows a general understanding of the question, and discussion is obviously 
lopsided to Eastern or Western Europe; attempts are made to discuss the 
relationship between economic cooperation and superpowers, but discussion is 
general. 

Shows an awareness of the question, and the answer only discusses Eastern or 
Western Europe; shows an awareness to make discussion in terms of the 
relationship between economic cooperation and superpowers, but discussion is 
too superficial and contains factual errors. 

Primarily a narration of facts about European economic cooperation, with only 
one or two lines that casually discusses its relationship with the superpowers. 

A general account of facts about European economic cooperation without any 
attempts to discuss its relationship with the superpowers. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 
relevant and irrelevant materials. 

Containing very few relevant facts. 

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 
writing/spelling important personal and place names. 

The following aspects may be covered: 
- Eastern Europe: COMECON, Molotov Plan, etc.
- Western Europe: OBBC, EEC, EC, etc.
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7. 'Human-made disasters usually lead to new policies and developments.'Elaborate on this statement
with reference to one example of a human-made disaster from your History syllabus.

Criteria 

Coherent and clear discussion of how the chosen example was a'human-made 
disaster'and the way the example reflects new policies and developments, 
substantiated by good details of facts with excellent demonstration of the cause 
and effect behind it. 

． Shows a good understanding of the question, clearly discusses how the chosen 
example was a'h血血1-made disaster'and the way the example reflects new 
policies and developments, substantiated by good details of facts with reasonable 
demonstration of the cause and effect behind it, but marred by slight 
lopsidedness. 

． Shows a good understanding of the question, clearly discusses the concept of 
'human靈made disaster'and the way the chosen example reflects new policies and 
developments, but marred by noticeable lopsidedness. The example comes with 
reasonable details with cause and effect behind it. 

- Shows a general understanding of the question; the concept of'human-made
disaster'is there but weakly handled; facts about new policies and developments
are discussed, but the causal relationship behind is general.

- Shows an awareness of the question; the concept of'human尹.ade disaster'is
weak and is not discussed explicitly; facts about new policies and developments,
and the causal relationship behind, are both general, and contain factual errors.

A factual account of the chosen example of human-made disaster with merely one 
or two lines on the new policies and developments that it caused. 

｀． A factual account of the chosen example of human-made disaster without any 
attempts to discuss the new policies and developments that it caused. 

Shows little understanding of the question, with no distinction made between 
relevant and irrelevant materials. 

- Containing very few relevant facts.

Very poorly organised and difficult to understand, with annoying mistakes in 
writing/spelling important personal and place names. 

The following examples may be covered: 
- Great Leap Forward➔ Readjustment Policy
- Cultural Revolution➔ Reform and Opening-up
- First World War➔ League of Nations
- Second World War➔ Japan's development during the SCAP period
靈 Second World War➔ improvement ofFranco-Gennan relations
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