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1. 但
Su22ested Marking Guidelines I Marks 

The candidate: 
• explains clearly and in detail the value conflicts among the various stakeholders involved in

the one-child policy with an in-depth and comprehensive analysis, in view of the current I 6-8
situation of China; shows an in-depth understanding and an appropriate application of
relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g. human rights, reproductive rights, freedom, Chinese
traditional values); may draw upon some of the points below or any other appropriate
alternatives, e.g.

■ Individualism vs collectivism; freedom vs control; traditional culture vs state needs:
(families wishing to have more than one child vs the government and others 
supporting the policy), e.g. 
-- Some families would like to have the freedom to have a larger family, whereas 

the government aims at exerting control to reduce the birth rate and the burden 
ori the government for welfare services, etc; 

■ Human rights vs government priorities: (people advocating human rights vs the
government and others supporting the policy), e.g. 
-- Some people may consider that the control of the number of children in families 

is depriving them of basic human rights. On the other hand, the government 
considers that the social and economic developmental needs should take a higher 
priority, etc; 

■ Priority for economic gains vs sustainable development: (investors丨employers vs the
government and others supporting the policy), e.g. 
-- Some investors/ employers believe that a larger labour force will lower the costs 

of production and may wish the birth rate to be raised. However, the 
government believes that a reduction in birth rate will relieve the strains on the 
environment and resources, etc; 

■ Preference for baby boys/ rights to determine the survival·of their babies/ disrespect for
life vs respect for life; cultural values vs state policy: (people who abandon/ abort 
their second child/ government officials vs people against unnecessary abortions), 
e.g.
-- Some people may abandon or abort their second child / are forced by officials to

abort their second child under the one-child policy, which is considered showing 
a lack of respect for life by others, etc. 

• provides a well-structured, clear and in-depth elaboration

• explains the value conflicts among the various stakeholders involved in the one-child policy
with some relevant knowledge and concepts, but the explanation lacks sufficient detail; or I 3-5
tends to describe the values/ interests separately, without explaining/ conceptualising the
sources of the conflict

• provides a well-structured elaboration, though it might lack clarity/ detail in parts

• attempts to explain briefly the views of some stakeholders/ some effects of one-child policy;
provides an explanation which is partial/ may not be all correct/relevant, by applying a I 1-2
superficial level of knowledge or concepts, indicating a lack of understanding of the value
conflicts/ the current situation of China

• gives a superficial answer with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas
vaguely

• makes no attempt to answer the question
• gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 。
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1. (b}
Su22ested Marking Guidelines I Marks 

The candidate: 
• presents his/her stance clearly and consistently
• justifies clearly and logically the extent to which he/she agrees that the two-child policy will I 10-12

facilitate the long-term development of China; formulates his/her arguments on the basis
of a detailed and critical evaluation with regard to different justifications for and against the
policy and the dilemma that the government may face when implementing the policy;
shows an in-depth understanding and an appropriate application of the relevant knowledge
and concepts (e.g. social welfare, economic productivity, family and marriage, reproductive
rights,) in view of the current situation in China; explains clearly and in detail his/her
arguments with relevant and valid examples/ observations in China; may construct
arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any other appropriate alternatives,
e.g.

The two-child policy would facilitate the long-term development a/China: 

■ The two-child policy allows a higher birth rate and will increase the size of the working
population. This may reduce the economic burden on the government and the 
working population to provide social welfare services for/ to take care of the elderly. 
The government may allocate more resources for economic development, which 
may in turn raise its global competitiveness; 

■ The two-child policy will increase the size of the working population, lowering the cost
of labour supply. As a result, the manufacturing and export competitiveness of China 
will be enhanced in the long run. Also, the policy will help boost the internal/ 
domestic demand, promoting various economic activities and providing business 
opportunities. In the long run, it facilitates the economic development in China; 

■ The two-child policy may lead to a more balanced gender ratio because the chance of
having both a boy and a girl in a family will increase, thus relieving the labour 
shortage problem for some industries. This may also alleviate the marriage 
problem for men, which will help to promote a more harmonious society in China; 

■ People will enjoy the higher degree of social freedom of having two children, instead
of one, which, to a certain extent, may relieve the social pressure. In the long run, 
the relationship between the people and the government may improve, etc. 

The two-child policy would not facilitate the long-term development of China: 

■ The two-child policy may increase the dependency population (i.e. both the young and
the elderly population), thus increasing the government expenditure on such things 
as primary to tertiary education, social and medical services. The pressure on the 
envirorunent may also be increased (e.g. higher energy consumption, greater need 
for food supply and waste management); 

■ The new generation couples may not like to have two children even though they are
allowed to under the two-child policy because of the consideration of rising costs of 
living, education and other expenses. Therefore, the policy may not increase the 
size of the working population or facilitate the economic development and global 
competitiveness of China; 

■ There is no guarantee that each family will have both a boy and a girl because gender is
determined naturally. Due to the Chinese traditional values and the demand for 
labour force in the rural areas, the problem of abortion and abandonment of baby 
girls may persist under the two-child policy. As a result, the problem of 
imbalanced gender ratio would remain in the long run; 

■ People's right to reproduction is still restricted under the two-child policy, therefore
the social ethical problems, loopholes for corruption and confrontations between
some families and the government still remain, hindering the development of a
harmonious society, etc.

• provides a well-structured, in-depth discussion, demonstra血g a high level of critical
analysis
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presents his/her stance consistently 
justifies his/her position, basing answer on his/her knowledge, but the range of arguments 
evaluated for and against is not comprehensive; shows an understanding of the relevant 
knowledge and concepts and an ability to apply them where appropriate, but may not fully 
utilise concepts/ concrete examples in the discussion; may construct arguments by drawing 
upon some of the points above or any other appropriate alternatives 
provides a well-structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis, 
though it might lack detail in parts 

presents his/her stance, but possibly with insufficient clarity 
attempts to 」ustify his/her position by basing answer on his/he「knowledge, but lacks clarity/ 
consistency; shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant knowledge and 
concepts in a basic way; may make little reference to the context of China/ the long-term 
development of China in the discussion; attempts to construct arguments by drawing upon 
some of the points above or any other appropriate alternatives, but the explanation in 
support of his/her arguments is superficial 
provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured and does not always 
articulate his/her ideas clearly 

exhibits no clear stance and may put forward contradictory arguments 
attempts to explain briefly some effects of the two-child policy; attempts to indicate his/her 
position according to his/her knowledge, but the explanation is too partial and may show 
misunderstanding of the concepts of social welfare/ economic productivity/ family and 
marriage/ reproductive rights; uses irrelevant examples/ information for illustration, etc. 
gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

makes no attempt to answer the question 
gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 
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2. (a)
Marks 

The candidate: 
• identifies and explains clearly and in detail some factors that might be leading to the decline

of local traditional businesses in Hong Kong, with an in-depth and comprehensive analysis,
in view of the current situation of Hong Kong; shows an in-depth understanding and an
appropriate application of relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g. traditional culture/
customs, modem lifestyles, impact of globalization); may draw upon some of the points
below or any other appropriate alternatives, e.g.

Suggested Marking Guidelines 

■ High rental/ labour costs: high rental and labour costs in Hong Kong make it very
difficult for some of these labour-intensive businesses to maintain a profit. Urban 
redevelopment forces some of these businesses to move or close down as the rents 
are pushed up; 

■ New technology/ new products: New technology creates alternative and/or better
quality products which are much cheaper, user-friendly and less time-consuming to 
produce. The availability of new technology also facilitates the attainment of 
international standards (e.g. safety) and perhaps makes the local traditional 
products/services redundant/ less competitive. Also, new products which are popular 
in other parts of the world may make people lose interest in these traditional 
products; 

■ Changes in lifestyle/ culture: Due to changes in lifestyle and diminishing traditional
culture, some of these products do not appeal to tourists or locals. With the decline in 
business and cultural significance, the traditional businesses may shrink; 

■ Lack of successors: Not enough young people are willing to enter these local traditional
businesses because they do not recognise the values of the businesses and the job 
prospects are also not attractive. Without successors, it is very difficult to sustain 
these businesses; 

■ Government policy: the Hong Kong government encourages industries like financial
services and innovative and creative industries, which may bring about significant 
contribution to GDP, aiming at improving Hong Kong's global competitiveness. It 
seems that the policy focus has been put on new products/ services and new ideas 
rather than preservation of traditional products and services, etc. 

• provides a well…structured, clear and in-depth elaboration

6-8

• attempts to generalise factors and offers some explanation for the decl ine of local traditional
businesses in Hong Kong with some relevant knowledge and concepts, but the explanation I 3-5
lacks sufficient detail in parts; tends to focus on certain perspectives;

• provides a well-structured elaboration, though it might lack clarity/ detail in parts

• tries to describe briefly the situation of the decline of local traditional business in Hong
Kong; lists some incidents of closure of traditional businesses; provides an explanation I 1-2
which is partial/ may not be all correct/ relevant; applies a superficial level of knowledge or
concepts; provides an answer indicating a lack of understanding of the factors/ the current
situation in Hong Kong

• gives a superficial answer with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas
vaguely

• makes no attempt to answer the question
• gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 。
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2. (b)
Sue:e:ested Ma「king Guidelines 

The candidate: 
• presents his/her stance clearly and consistently

Marks 

• justifies clearly and logically his/her view on whether the Hong Kong government should I 10-12
implement measures to support the survival of local traditional businesses in view of the
current situation of Hong Kong; shows an证depth understanding and an appropriate
application of the relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g. respect for different ways of life,
policy-making, free trade, preservation of cultural heritage, globalization and local
identity); formulates his/her arguments on the basis of a detailed and critical evaluation with
regard to different just沮cations for and against the implementation of measures; explains
clearly and in detail his/her arguments with relevant and valid examples/ observations of
Hong Kong; may construct arguments by drawing upon some of the points below or any
other appropriate alternatives, e.g.

Points in support司it:

■ Many of these local traditional businesses involve products or services that require
skills and knowledge in specific arts or crafts, The government should assume the 
responsibility of deploying measures to support their survival (e.g. training 
craftsmen) and ensure that these specific skills and knowledge be continued and 
handed down to future generations. It is therefore not just for a continuation of 
traditional businesses but also for maintaining an important aspect of Hong Kong's 
cultural heritage and identity; 

■ To attract tourists and to brand Hong Kong, the government has the duty to support the
survival of local traditional businesses by preserving the unique traditional culture 
of Hong Kong. Preservation of these businesses is a direct way to keep alive Hong 
Kong's cultural heritage and prevent it from turning into just another global city; 

■ Government's supportive measures to preserve these local traditional businesses will
help to maintain a diversified and healthy range of businesses in Hong Kong. It is 
the Hong Kong government's responsibility to create a fair environment for different 
types and scales of businesses to operate. Given the economic reality in Hong 
Kong, where rent is high and labour is expensive, the government should implement 
various measures to support smaller local businesses so that they can also find their 
niche among big international businesses, etc. 

Points against it: 

■ Hong Kong is attractive to many big businesses because of its well-maintained and
legally protected free business environment If the Hong Kong government 
implements particular measures to preserve local traditional businesses, it may be 
seen as favouring selected businesses and will cause damage to its reputation; 

■ If these local traditional businesses cannot sustain themselves, it could mean that the
products or services they are marketing are no longer needed or relevant in 
contemporary Hong Kong. Alternatives may have taken the place of these 
traditional products. In some cases, the decline of these local traditional businesses 
is due to a lack of successors - either because the skills and crafts involved are not 
attractive to young people, or that training is no longer available. It is not the 
government's responsibility to subsidise failing enterprises;

■ In a capitalist society, it is the people in the business who are responsible for
maintaining its competitiveness in terms of product quality, career prospects, 
development and expansion. Government intervention will damage the fairness of 
the trading environment. Also, the use of public money to support private businesses 
may be subject to lengthy debates in the government and society, etc. 

• provides a well-structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical
analysis
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3. (b)
Su22ested Markin2 Guidelines Marks 

The candidate: 
• evaluates comprehensively and logically the effectiveness of electronic social media in

enhancing the socio-political participation of Hong Kong young people, with an in-depth
understanding and an appropriate application of the relevant knowledge and concepts (e.g.
socio-political participation, interpersonal communications, sense of responsibility, care
and concern and rationality) in view of the current situation in Hong Kong; justifies stance
on the basis of a detailed and函tical evaluation with regard to different perspectives, e.g.

Electronic social media are effective: e.g.
■ Electronic social media (e.g. Facebook) are one of the major platforms for Hong

Kong young people to fmd out about (and then share) current affairs and 
commumcate mteract with their friends. If one 1s m a social group that is 
concerned about a particular issue, he/she may receive a wide range of information 
about this issue and will likely be motivated to participate in related socio-political 
affairs; 

■ Many political parties, advocacy groups and opinion leaders in Hong Kong use
electronic social media (e.g. Facebook pages) to express their concerns and recruit 
supporters. By connecting to other groups/parties/activists, young people may get 
resources/ information/ support to take part in/ organise collective actions. The 
sense of self-efficacy may be enhanced, which may motivate young people to 
continue participating in socio-political affairs; 

■ Hong Kong young people with higher educational level and a strong sense of local
identity may want to contribute to the society. However, they may feel that their 
voices are not heard by the government or by the mainstream media. Electronic 
social media enable young people to express their views and connect to others who 
share similar thoughts. It is also a convenient way to set up online concern 
groups to advocate their ideas and organise social activities, etc. 

Electronic social media are not effective: e.g. 
■ When everyone is talking about the same issue on electronic social media, young

people may join the event only due to pressure to conform and shared values. 
Thus, young people may not actively and fully understand the issue and may 
participate in this particular event only once; 

■ Electronic social media can serve as a platform for drawing young people with
similar thoughts together. However, every individual in a social network is free to 
join and also free to leave. It may not be easy to maintain group cohesion, which 
may weaken the social impact of the group. Besides, young people today are 
described as the "me-generation". It is likely that no consensus on future action 
will be reached. Some young people may feel frustrated and lose interest in 
participating in socio-political affairs when they encounter difficulties; 

■ Young people may be active in online socio-political participation, such as writing
comments, expressing verbal support; yet, this does not mean that young people 
will take part in socio-political activities in person rather than just keeping 
participation to electronic social media, etc. 

• provides a well-structured, in-depth discussion, demonstrating a high level of critical
analysis

10-12

丶

• evaluates the effectiveness of electronic social media in enhancing the socio-political
participation of Hong Kong young people with some relevant knowledge and concepts,
but part of the evaluation is not in-depth/ specific for the situation in Hong Kong; the
perspective taken into consideration is not wide enough

• provides a well-structured discussion, demonstrating some evidence of critical analysis,
though it might lack detail in parts

7-9
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． gives a simple explanation of the positive and/or negative effects of the socio-political 
participation of Hong Kong young people through electronic social media; provides an 牛6

explanation which lacks clarity/ judgement on the overall effectiveness/ is unable to 
evaluate the effectiveness of electronic social media in enhancing the socio-political 
participation of Hong Kong young people; tends not to refer to the context of Hong Kong 
in his/ her discussion; shows a partial understanding or is only able to apply relevant 
knowledge and concepts in a basic way 

． provides a somewhat shallow discussion, which is not well structured and does not always 
画culate his/her ideas clearly 

． attempts to answer the question by pointing out the positive/ negative effects of using 
social media/ explaining social-political participation, but the explanation is inadequate or 1-3

partially incorrect; applies a superficial level of knowledge or concepts; provides an 
answer indicating a lack of understanding of the impact/ the current situation in Hong 
Kong 

． gives a shallow discussion with little organisation/ without focus; expresses his/her ideas 
vaguely 

． makes no attempt to answer the question 
． gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 。
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