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INTRODUCTION
 

To enhance understanding of the standards of the HKDSE Examination, authentic samples of 
candidates’ scripts in the 2013 examination are selected to form this set of exemplars which serve to 
illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

There are four papers in this subject. This set of exemplars is selected from candidates’ scripts of 
Paper 2 to illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

It is advisable to read this set of exemplars together with the question papers and the marking 
schemes in order to understand the requirements of the questions and the marking criteria. The 
question papers and the marking schemes are published in the Examination Report and Question 
Papers for 2013 HKDSE Examination. 
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Part B Question 6
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Level 5 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

•	 Content is relevant and extensive with a clear awareness of audience and purpose of writing, 
e.g. in Part B, conveying a message from the management in a friendly and caring tone to 
promote a positive work culture within the organization. 

•	 The candidate fulfills the requirements of the question by equally addressing all issues in the 
question, e.g. in Part A, addressing how the photos are meaningful, and in Part B, 
demonstrating a good understanding of the workplace culture. 

•	 The texts produced in Parts A and B are fluently and accurately written, with good use of 
vocabulary and idiomatic expressions like ‘subordinates’, ‘enhancing the superficial working 
relationship’ and ‘working to the grindstone’. 

•	 There are occasional lapses and spelling mistakes, e.g. ‘tireness’ and ‘adviced’. 

•	 There is a good grasp of simple and complex sentences with some sophisticated lexis. 

•	 The candidate uses appropriate devices with logical development of ideas. 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 9
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Level 5 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

•	 Content fulfills the requirements of the question and it is almost totally relevant. 

•	 Creativity is shown which engages reader’s interest (e.g. in Part A, linking the title, ‘Apple on 
the blackboard’ to its relevance in the text; in Part B, the vandal being a cat). 

•	 High awareness of audience (e.g. in Part B, the readers of a detective story). 

•	 Uses generally a wide range of sentence structures with a good grasp of both simple and 
complex sentences; demonstrates a high degree of accuracy in spelling and grammar. 

•	 Vocabulary is wide. 

•	 Text is organized effectively. 

•	 Cohesive ties are strong. 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 3
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 3
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Level 4 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

•	 Content is relevant, detailed and addresses the requirements of the question adequately. 

•	 Attempts to engage the reader’s interest by writing a personal recount looking back in time for 
Part A and through the use of ‘twists’ in Part B. 

•	 Vocabulary is moderately wide and used appropriately. 

•	 Spelling and punctuation are generally accurate. 

•	 A range of sentence structures are generally accurately constructed. 

•	 Cohesion ties in some parts of the text are strong. 

•	 Overall structure is mostly coherent and appropriate to the genre and text-type. 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Part B Question 6
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Part B Question 6
 

25
 



 

    

 

    

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6
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Level 4 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

•	 For Part A, content is relevant in parts, detailed and engages reader’s interest, e.g. imagines 
what it would be like on the first day as a teacher. However, for Photo 2, a detailed account 
of event seems to shift away from the focus on the photo, changing the tone, style and 
register. 

•	 For Part B, content fulfills the requirements of the question, ideas are relevant but not all of 
them are well developed or engaging, e.g. the argument in paragraph 6 needs more 
elaboration to convince audience that the situation can be improved by having activities 
organized for employees. 

•	 A range of accurate sentence structures has been used (e.g. ‘The employees no longer have to 
work late and they can leave the office promptly means they can spend more time with their 
family members….’) (paragraph 5). 

•	 Mistakes like ‘scence’ (paragraph 1); ‘In these day and age’, ‘may already midnight’; ‘posses’ 
(paragraph 2); ‘work more efficiency’ (paragraph 6) affect the flow of ideas and accuracy of 
grammar. 

•	 The tone and the style are mostly appropriate to the genre and text-type. 

•	 Paragraphs are clearly signaled, so ideas are easy to follow. Most discourse markers are 
correctly used. 

27 



 

    

 

  

 

 
 

Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5
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Level 3 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

•	 Content satisfies the requirements of the question although in Part B, reasons of complainants 
are not clearly stated. 

•	 In Part A, content for Photo 2 is relevant but only partially relevant for Photo 1 and not 
entirely appropriate to the genre and text-type. 

•	 Simple sentences are generally correct with occasional attempts to use more complex 
sentences. 

•	 Grammatical mistakes sometimes affect meaning. 

•	 For Part A, some sections of the writing are coherent. For Part B, cohesion within 
paragraphs and with the overall structure is achieved. 
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Part A 
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 7
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Part B Question 7
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Part B Question 7
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Part B Question 7
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Part B Question 7
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Level 3 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

•	 Content addresses the requirements of the question adequately and mostly relevant and 
supported with examples. 

•	 Imaginative examples are given in Part A to support the main themes, e.g. wanting to be a 
teacher and the importance of having good friendships. 

•	 In Part B, several reasons for the popularity are given, namely, a) friendly lyrics and melody 
mixed with English words; b) cater for all ages; c) globalization; d) cooperation of the Asian 
and Western companies. 

•	 Occasional attempts are made to use more complex sentences but not entirely successful. 
Contextualized vocabulary generally acceptable. Tone and style appropriate for an article. 

•	 Some cohesive devices are used in the text but some are misplaced. Some linking after full 
stop, e.g. ‘Such as, Also, So’. 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 4
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 4
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 4
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Level 2 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

•	 Candidate is able to fulfill task requirements but does not develop ideas, e.g. in Part A, a 
recount of a teacher and an outing to Tai O. 

•	 For Part B, candidate expresses some relevant ideas but content shows gaps in candidate’s 
understanding of the problem of the Private School Buses Operators. 

•	 Numerous spelling mistakes (e.g. ‘safely’ for ‘safety’, ‘protack’ for ‘protect, ‘ ture’ for ‘true’, 
etc.) and weak sentence structures (e.g. ‘For my express’, ‘need to proper safely procedures’, 
‘no one can life’, etc.). 

•	 Grammatical errors frequently impede and obscure meaning. 

•	 Paragraphs are generally defined. Simple cohesive ties are found with a limited range of 
connectives used appropriately. Cohesion is sometimes fuzzy. 

•	 A clear introduction of the speech and an appropriate ending shows appropriate awareness of 
the audience. 
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Part A 
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 8
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Part B Question 8
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 8
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Level 2 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

•	 A few relevant points are given but they are not well developed, e.g. in Part A, gaps in tying 
meaningfulness to the photos; in Part B, making good use of time. 

•	 Candidate does not demonstrate a good understanding of the requirements of the task or 
awareness of the audience. 

•	 Grammatical accuracy is sufficient to understand some simple sentences but accuracy is low 
and mistakes often impede communication. 

•	 There are clearly defined paragraphs. Some simple cohesive devices are used but some are 
used inappropriately. 
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Part B Question 2
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Part B Question 2
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Level 1 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

•	 Candidate provides two very simple titles in Part A. 

•	 For Photo 1, a few relevant ideas are provided but ideas are repeated. Some details are given 
but not why the photo is meaningful. 

•	 In Part B, ‘Local sporting event’ is interpreted as a particular sport. 

•	 Misconception of the task includes the idea of picking up classmates to go to a badminton 
court (see paragraph 5). 

•	 Grammatical errors obscure meaning, e.g. ‘make many building to give’, ‘badminton count’, 
and ‘to hollow the hall’. 

•	 Vocabulary is simple and few words are spelt correctly. 

•	 Few links between paragraphs and text is loosely structured. The parts that reflect some 
attempts to organize topics feature in the second half of Part B with connectives such as 
‘Firstly’, and ‘Finally’. 
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Part B Question 7
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Part B Question 7
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Level 1 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

•	 Content shows very limited attempts to fulfill the requirements of the question, e.g. in Part A, 
candidate is unable to explain clearly why or how the photos are meaningful. 

•	 In Part B, some ideas are mentioned but few are developed. 

•	 Grammatical errors frequently obscure meaning, e.g. ‘so let Asian people can be Western 
countries to use.’ (paragraph 2), ‘Western countries will been impact to Asian culture’ 
(paragraph 3). 

•	 Spelling mistakes often hinder understanding, e.g. ‘diffcult’ for ‘different’ (paragraph 4), 
‘cavity’ for ‘creativity’ (paragraph 5). 

•	 Parts of the text reflect some attempts to organise topics, e.g. ‘first reason’, ‘other reason’, 
‘also’. 

•	 Some use of simple cohesive devices e.g. ‘so’, ‘and’, ‘because’. 

•	 No concluding paragraph in Part B. 
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