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INTRODUCTION
 

To enhance understanding of the standards of the HKDSE Examination, authentic samples of 
candidates’ scripts in the 2014 examination are selected to form this set of exemplars which serve to 
illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

There are four papers in this subject. This set of exemplars is selected from candidates’ scripts of 
Paper 2 to illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

It is advisable to read this set of exemplars together with the question papers and the marking 
schemes in order to understand the requirements of the questions and the marking criteria. The 
question papers and the marking schemes are published in the Examination Report and Question 
Papers for 2014 HKDSE Examination. 
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Level 5 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

Relevant ideas which are well developed and supported in all three sections. Though some details might not 

be accurate facts, historical accuracy is not the main concern for this task. 

Candidate provides a rich and vivid depiction of how life was very different in the past than it is today. 

(Section 1) 

Candidate uses imagination to build an interesting story behind the ‘milk tea and egg tarts’. (Section 2) 

Candidate uses details featured in other sections to link ideas. 

Language 

Wide range of accurate sentence structures and good grasp of simple and complex sentences. Grammar is 

mainly accurate though there are occasional common errors that do not affect overall clarity. 

Vocabulary is wide, e.g. “buffalo”, “ancestors”. 

Register, tone and style are appropriate to the genre and text-type. 

Organization
 

The text is organized effectively, with logical development of ideas. Cohesion in most parts of the text is clear.
 

Overall structure is coherent, sophisticated and appropriate to the genre.
 

Part B 

Content 

The candidate has fulfilled the requirements of the questions by describing the stand-up comedy, various 

challenges faced and the benefits the schoolmates could gain. It is, however, a pity that the candidate has used 

some memorized quotes in paragraphs 4 to 6. 

Language 

Vocabulary is wide, with many examples of using more sophisticated lexis to make the description of the 

show more vivid. Wide range of accurate sentence structures is used. Grammar is mostly accurate with 

occasional errors that do not affect clarity. 

Organization 

The text is organized effectively. Strong cohesion is shown in most parts of the text and it guides the reader 

smoothly from one idea to the next. 
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Level 5 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

Overall, content entirely fulfills the requirements of the question and all of the ideas are well developed.
 

Candidate describes the lifestyle and the people who lived in the village with imagination and detail.
 

Candidate develops the topic of ‘handmade wooden souvenirs’ by describing who made them, what they look 

like and their purpose and popularity. 

Ends with a brief description of what caused the “fire” and what happened after the accident. 

Language
 

There is a very wide range of accurate sentence structures and good grasp of more complex sentences.
 

Vocabulary is well chosen and used appropriately to express subtleties of meaning, e.g. “geographical 

location”, “handmade wooden souvenirs”, “reconstruct”. 

Register, tone and style are entirely appropriate to the genre – as if written for a “Lonely Planet” guidebook 

introducing a special place. 

Organization 

Although perhaps longer than required for the task, text is organized effectively, with logical development of 

ideas and strong evidence of planning. Overall structure is coherent, sophisticated and entirely appropriate to 

the genre. 

Part B 

Content 

Content addresses the requirements of the questions adequately. All areas, including the views of students in 

the opinion poll and justification of the writer’s views, are covered. Most ideas are well-developed, though 

there could be some exaggeration of the mental health problem that students may face arising from the lack of 

lockers at school. 

Language 

Most sentences, including noun clauses, relative clauses and adverb clauses, are accurately constructed. 

Grammar is mostly accurate with occasional common errors that do not affect overall clarity. Vocabulary is 

wide, with many examples of more sophisticated lexis. The letter is written with high awareness of the 

intended reader. 

Organization
 

The overall structure is coherent, sophisticated and appropriate to the genre and text-type.
 

Cohesive devices used are mostly appropriate and link up ideas between and within paragraphs with clearly 

defined topics. 
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Level 4 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

Some relevant ideas to be found in all three sections.
 

Section 1 is more like the personal history of Mr Smith although there is one idea about the change of the 

social environment. 

Candidate provides background on how villagers oppose a proposal to have the village turned into a resort 

hotel and gives a description of the village’s famous sunset. 

Language
 

There is a wide range of accurate sentence structures and good grasp of more complex sentences.
 

Vocabulary is well chosen and used appropriately, e.g. “oppose this proposal”.
 

Mostly an informative register is used with a bit of persuasion at the end.
 

Organization
 

Cohesion is clear within each paragraph, but read as a whole, the article lacks some logical development. For
 

example, it is not clear how the biography of Mr Smith fits in with the rest of the article, and there seems to be
 

a contradiction between the statement in section 2 that Lucky Village is “not famous at all” and the one in
 

section 3 that “it is famous for its sunset”.
 

Part B 

Content 

Sufficient content is covered and the ideas on the bad things about the job are well-developed, e.g. heavy 

costume, long working hours, restrictions of the job etc. However, content relating to the good things is far 

from detailed. 

Language 

A range of sentence structures are used and there are attempts to use more complex sentences. Grammatical 

errors and inappropriate expressions are sometimes found in short sentences. 

Organization 

Clear inter- and intra- linking devices are used. Paragraphs are generally defined but the article lacks deep 

hooks within and between paragraphs. 
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Level 4 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

Mostly relevant ideas are found in all three sections and some ideas are well developed with a lot of
 

supporting details. This script addresses the content requirements adequately.
 

Language
 

There is a wide range of accurate sentence structures and good grasp of more complex sentences.
 

Vocabulary is well chosen and used appropriately, e.g. “livelihood”, “initially”.
 

Evidence of an informative and persuasive register, tone and style.
 

Organization
 

The text is mostly organized effectively – the “Once upon ago…” in Section 2 would have been better placed
 

under Section 3. However, due to the layout of the question paper, the candidate should be given credit for
 

closely linking ideas and developing them in logical sequence.
 

Part B 

Content 

Content addresses the requirements of the question adequately. The details of the complaint, the impact of the 

complaint and the remedy are covered.
 

Language
 

Occasional attempts are made to use more complex structures.
 

Grammatical errors sometimes affect meaning.
 

Some evidence of register and style appropriate to the text type.
 

Organization
 

Logical development of ideas, with clear opening sentences in all paragraphs.
 

Cohesive devices are used appropriately but lack sophistication.
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Level 3 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

There are some relevant ideas to be found in all three sections but some are not well developed. Content for
 

this script just satisfies the requirements of the question. There is also occasional awareness of audience.
 

Language
 

Simple sentences are generally accurately constructed. There are attempts to use more complex sentences.
 

Grammatical errors sometimes affect meaning, e.g. “it is linked with an orange”, “there were a lot different 

with nowadays”. 

Shows occasional awareness of audience. 

Organization 

Although parts of the text have clearly been divided into paragraphs, cohesion within the paragraph is 

sometimes lacking. 

Part B 

Content
 

There are a few relevant ideas, but not all are not are well-developed. The letter engages the reader’s interest
 

sporadically and shows occasional awareness of audience.
 

Language
 

Most simple sentences are accurately constructed. Occasional attempts are made to use more complex
 

sentences such as relative clauses, adverb clauses and the conditional, but some are not grammatically correct.
 

Common vocabulary is generally appropriate. On the whole, the lexis used is generally appropriate.
 

Organization
 

Some cohesive devices are used to link ideas. The candidate has problems organizing the ideas into proper
 

paragraphs. Ideas are sometimes not logically linked.
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Level 3 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

The content addresses the requirements of the question adequately and is mostly relevant and well developed.
 

There is imagination shown as well as some awareness of audience.
 

Language
 

Grammatical errors sometimes affect meaning and the overuse of stock phrases reinforce their inappropriate
 

use for this genre and text-type, e.g. “flying without wings”, “to their joy”, “no rose without thorns”,
 

“darkness besides the sun”, “over the moon”.
 

Simple sentences are generally accurately constructed. Attempts to use more complex sentences.
 

Organization
 

Cohesion in some parts of the text is clear.
 

Part B 

Content
 

Content just satisfies the requirements. Little awareness of audience is shown throughout the text.
 

Language
 

Short simple sentences are used. Simple vocabulary is generally appropriate. The use of stock phrases and
 

quotes is intrusive and this sometimes impedes communication.
 

Organization
 

Cohesion in some parts of the text is clear.
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Level 2 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

Ideas are partially relevant to the three themes of each section. The first section is the most relevant, but the 

content for Sections 2 and 3 is less so. The ‘event’ in Section 3 is described as an annual occurrence, not a 

unique event that occurred once in the past. Therefore, there is evidence of some misunderstanding of the 

question. 

Language 

Some short simple sentences are accurate with the occasional complex one (e.g. Lucky Village is an old village 

in Hong Kong... As a famous old village, Lucky Village has many beautiful old buildings.). 

Vocabulary used is not wide but there are a few good words used, e.g. “World War II”, “landmark”. 

Register and tone are appropriate to the genre. 

Organization 

Not clear how the detail about “Peter and Mary” links with the heading of Section 2. A limited use of cohesive 

ties. 

Part B 

Content 

Content just satisfies the requirements of the question. The candidate gives two reasons why lockers are 

needed but the ideas are not well elaborated. 

Language 

Quite a number of run-on sentences, especially in the 3
rd 

paragraph, which shows the candidate had difficulty 

using correct punctuation marks. 

Limited range of sentence patterns are used. Most of them are simple sentences. 

There were spelling mistakes in common words e.g. teach (instead of teacher), safty (safety), extremly 

(extremely. 

Organization
 

A limited range of cohesive devices are used.
 

There is some attempt to organize the text.
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Level 2 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

Most ideas are relevant with creativity and imagination, e.g. “1000 people” lived in the village; “football
 

competition called ‘Lucky Cup’”. Shows some awareness of audience.
 

Language
 

Attempts to write longer, complex sentences but grammatical errors often make it difficult to understand the
 

writer’s intentions.
 

Vocabulary used is not wide but there are a few good words e.g. “football pitch”, “fresh and good quality”.
 

There is some evidence of register, tone and style appropriate to the genre.
 

Organization
 

Some cohesive ties used in parts of the text. Cohesion in some parts of the text is clear.
 

Part B 

Content
 

There are some relevant ideas on misbehaviour but they are not all well-developed. No details are given for
 

the fourth complaint.
 

Language
 

Short simple sentences are generally accurate.
 

A number of grammatical errors, which sometimes impede communication.
 

Organization
 

There is an attempt to organize the text and some basic cohesive devices are used to link ideas.
 

48 



 

    

 

  

 

 
 

Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part A 

49
 



 

    

 

  

 

 
 

Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part A 

50
 



 

    

 

    

 

 
 

Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9
 

51
 



 

    

 

    

 

 
 
 

Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9
 

52
 



 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

                  

                  

                  

 

           

 

 

                    

     

 

                

    

 

 

                

 

  

 

 

                 

 

 

 

        

 

           

 

 

                   

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 1 exemplar 1
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

There are some relevant and irrelevant ideas in all three sections. The relevant: “About 10 years ago, many
 

teenagers leave of the village” (Section 2); “the river of the Lucky Village is very famous” (Section 3).
 

Content partially satisfies the requirements of the question as some ideas are marginally relevant to the topic.
 

Very limited awareness of audience and does not orient reader effectively.
 

Language
 

There is a range of accurate sentence structures but only language for relevant parts of the text (which is rather
 

limited) will be assessed.
 

Vocabulary used is not wide and there are some spelling mistakes in basic vocabulary, e.g. “examinate”
 

(examination), “teenages” (teenagers).
 

Organization
 

Some simple cohesive ties used in some parts of the text but cohesion is sometimes fuzzy.
 

Part B 

Content
 

Some ideas are relevant but not well developed. The content only partially satisfies the requirements of the
 

question.
 

Language
 

Some short, simple sentences are used.
 

There are multiple errors in sentence structures, which often impede communication.
 

Organization
 

The text type is unclear and hard to define. The plot is lacking in development. The internal logic within
 

paragraphs is weak, which makes comprehending the text very difficult.
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Level 1 exemplar 2
 

Comments 

Part A 

Content
 

There are some relevant and irrelevant ideas in all three sections. The candidate seemingly wants to convey
 

the idea that the village originated 40 years ago (Section 1); became a tourist destination in 2010 (Section 2)
 

and is famous for a romantic legend about a “rich lady and poor boy” (Section 3). However, language is very
 

limited, which makes it difficult for ideas to be developed and clearly understood. Some awareness of
 

audience.
 

Language
 

Grammatical errors often affect meaning – weak verb usage, incorrect tenses.
 

Very simple vocabulary with some spelling errors.
 

Organization
 

Some simple cohesive ties are used to link ideas, e.g. “so”, “now” but the cohesion is sometimes fuzzy.
 

Part B 

Content
 

Content is inadequate. The text does not describe any events that led up to the sudden departure of the
 

roommate. The answer is heavily based on the task prompt.
 

Language
 

Multiple errors in sentence structures and spelling, which make understanding difficult.
 

Organization
 

Overall structure is inappropriate to story writing. The text type is unclear and hard to define. The plot is
 

lacking in development.
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